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MAKERERE LAW STUDENTS VISIT UNAFRI FOR FIELDWORK LEARNING ON
CRIME PREVENTION, VICTIM RIGHTS, AND RESTORATIVE JUSTICE
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STRENGTHENING PARTNERSHIPS FOR A SAFER FINANCIAL FUTURE

From left to right is Dr. Edouard Kitio the Director General of UNAFRI, Mr. Samuel Fredrick Mwoge-
za, Executive Director of Stanbic Bank and Andrew Munanura Karokora, Deputy Director-General
of UNAFRI.

The United Nations African Institute for the Pre-
vention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders
(UNAFRI) recently hosted a significant meeting with
Mr. Samuel Fredrick Mwogeza, Executive Director of
Stanbic Bank. During this courtesy visit to our head-
quartersin Naguru, we engaged in fruitful discussions
on potential areas of collaboration.

The meeting focused on exploring ways to enhance
cooperation in key areas, including banking, com-
bating financial crimes, and addressing the growing
threat of cybercrime. We recognized the importance
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of collective efforts in promoting financial stability
and security in the region.

UNAFRI values its partnerships with institutions like
Stanbic Bank, which share our commitment to creating
asafer and more secure environment. We believe that
this potential partnership will enable us to leverage
each other’s expertise and resources, ultimately con-

tributing to the development of effective strategies for

preventing and combatting financial crimes.

We look forward to working closely with Stanbic Bank
and exploring opportunities for mutual benefit.

UNAFRI PARTICIPATES IN THE LAUNCH OF UGANDA'S FINANCIAL SECTOR
ANTI-FRAUD CONSORTIUM
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UNAFRI LEADS THE CHARGE AGAINST GLOBAL CRIME AT THE CCPCJ’S
LANDMARK 34™ SESSION.
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Vienna, Austria | 17th May - 23" May 2025

Introduction

The United Nations African Institute for the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders
(UNAFRI) actively participated in the 34th session of
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the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice (CCPCJ) held at the Vienna International
Centre in Austria. This report highlights UNAFRI’s
engagements, including discussions in the plenary on




combating environmental crimes, smuggling of goods,
and trafficking of cultural property. Furthermore, it
elaborates on collaborative efforts to enhance crime
prevention strategies, training capabilities, and
international partnerships aimed at addressing the
complexities of organised crime and justice reform.

The 34t Session of the CCPCJ

The 34t session of the CCPCJ explored critical issues
surrounding new, emerging, and evolving forms of
crime that pose significant threats to global security
and development. Among the topics discussed
were environmental crimes, which include illegal
logging, wildlife trafficking, and pollution-related
offences that undermine ecosystems and contribute
to climate change. The session also deliberated
on the smuggling of commercial goods, a growing
concern due to its impact on economic stability and
the integrity of global trade systems. Additionally,
participants addressed the trafficking and illegal
appropriation of cultural property, shedding light
on offences targeting heritage sites, artefacts, and
monuments—crimes that not only deprive nations of
their cultural identity but also fuel organised criminal
networks. The discussions emphasised the need for
robust international legal frameworks, enhanced
law enforcement collaboration, and community
engagement to effectively combat these multifaceted
challenges.

The session featured presentations by member states
outlining their progress in the following areas: (a)
Ratification and implementation of the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organised Crime
and its Protocols; (b) Ratification and implementation
of the United Nations Convention against Corruption;
(c) Ratification and implementation of international
instruments aimed at preventing and combating
terrorism.

Key Meetings and Engagements
Director General’s Collaborative Meetings

On 20" May 2025, UNAFRI’s Director-General
attended the PNI coordination meeting at the Vienna

International Centre. The discussions centred on

the strategic role of the Programme Network of
Institutes in shaping the agenda for the 2026 UN
Crime Congress, emphasizing themes of global crime
prevention and justice reform. Participants explored
ways to strengthen international cooperation,
evaluated the effectiveness of implemented activities,
addressed challenges related to budget constraints,
and formulated innovative strategies for future
advancements. The meeting served as a vital platform
for fostering collaboration among institutes and
aligning efforts to address pressing criminal justice

issues on a global scale.

The Director-General of UNAFRI engaged in
significant discussions with the Director of the
Bangkok Rules at the Thailand Institute of Justice
(T1J) and representatives from the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). These
conversations centred on potential collaborationsin
crime prevention and criminal justice, paving the way

for innovative joint initiatives.
Enhancing UNAFRI’S Training Capabilities

UNAFRI received e-learning course materials from
UNODC's Sven Pfeiffer, marking a significant step
forward in strengthening UNAFRI’s training and
research capabilities. These materials are intended
to address key areas of criminal justice, including
the rehabilitation of offenders, crime prevention
strategies, cybercrime and community-based
interventions. The inclusion of these resources

signifies an ongoing commitment to capacity
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building and cross-institutional knowledge sharing.
Furthermore, this collaboration reflects a broader
vision of equipping justice systems across Africa
with the tools and expertise necessary to address
emerging challenges effectively.

Launch of the United Nations Model Strategies for
Reducing Reoffending

UNAFRI participated in the official launch of the UN
Model Strategies for Reducing Reoffending during
a side session organised by UNAFEI and hosted by
the Government of Japan at the Vienna International
Centre. These strategies aim to reduce reoffending
and enhance public safety by actively involving
community stakeholders. The session was attended
by prominent figures, including Her Excellency Ghada
Fathi Waly, Executive Director of UNODC, and Hon.
Kanda Junichi, Parliamentary Vice-Minister of Justice

of Japan.
A distinguished panel discussed various
methodologies for reducing reoffending and

promoting rehabilitation. The session was moderated
by Phillip Meissner (UNODC's Inter-Regional
Advisor on prison and penal reform), and the panel
included contributions from: Director Yamauchi
Yoshimitsu (UNAFEI), Shigeko Imai, an experienced
probation officer from Japan, Salome Wairimu
Mubhia, Principal Secretary, Ministry of Interior and
National Administration, Kenya, and Luliana-Elena
Carbunaru from the Romanian Ministry of Justice.
The discussions underscored the importance of
international collaboration and knowledge-sharing
in tackling global criminal justice challenges.

The Director General’s Plenary Address

On the 22 of May 2025, the Director-General
of UNAFRI delivered an impactful address during
the plenary session of the CCPCJ. This address
highlighted UNAFRI’s pivotal accomplishments and
its ambitious vision for the future, particularly in
solidifying its reputation as a leading force in global
crime prevention and justice reform. The Director-
General acknowledged the essential financial and
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technical support from both the United Nations and
African member states, expressing deep gratitude
for the partnerships that have enabled the Institute
to enhance its reach and effectiveness across the

continent.

The speech called for a renewed commitment to
fostering collaboration among international, regional,
and local stakeholders in addressing contemporary
criminal justice challenges. By advocating sustainable
community-centred approaches, the address
underscored the significance of innovation and
adaptability in creating equitable justice systems that
tackle the root causes of crime and uphold human
rights and the rule of law. This call to action reinforced
UNAFRI’s dedication to promoting solutions that
align with the diverse needs of African societies while
contributing to the wider global agenda for justice
and security.

Conclusion

UNAFRI’s participation in the 34th session of the
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice exemplified its dedication to fostering
meaningful collaborations, enhancing training and
research capabilities, and contributing to global
dialogues on justice reform. Through these efforts,
the Institute reaffirmed its commitment to advancing
its mission and strengthening its impact across Africa.

Deliverables

UNAFRI
collaboration with international partners to foster

emphasizes the need for sustained

innovative joint initiatives aimed at addressing

contemporary criminal justice challenges.
Recognizing the growing importance of technology in
education, the Institute advocates for the expansion
of e-learning materials to enhance training and
research capabilities, thereby ensuring accessibility
and effectiveness in capacity-building efforts.
Additionally, UNAFRI underscores the significance of
active participation in upcoming UN Crime Congress
activities, aiming to amplify its global influence and

continue contributing to meaningful dialogues on



criminal justice reform. UNAFRI seeks to fortify
its role as a pivotal player in international crime
prevention and justice reform initiatives through
these measures.

REDUCING RE-OFFENDING THROUGH REHABILITATION AND RE-
INTEGRATION: INSIGHTS FROM EASTERN AND SOUTHERN AFRICA
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DRUG TRAFFICKING IN THE EAST AFRICAN REGION
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By SIMALI Baldric Elijah - Intern at UNAFRI

Introduction

The East African region has been used as a transit
corridor for transportation, as well as an important
destination of illicit narcotics, drugs, and psychotropic
substances worldwide. It is on that foundation that
the East African Community sought to implement
the Protocol on Combatting Drug Trafficking in the
East African Region; however, this Protocol has not
yet come into force. This article therefore examines
Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, and Seychelles in relation
to drug trafficking.

Uganda

Ugandais recognised as both a transit and destination
country for drug smugglers, especially for heroin and
cocaine. Heroin mainly enters the country via drug
mules or building materials, trafficked from countries
like Pakistan, Afghanistan, and India through Kenya or
Tanzania. Entebbe international Airport has become
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a key hub in the transit of illicit drugs from African
sources to European and other international markets.
The Uganda Police Force Annual Crime Report (2024)
indicates that 5 cases of assorted narcotic drugs were
reported in 2024, a decrease from 20 cases in 2023,
representinga 75% reduction. Additionally, 21,962.84
grams of narcotic drugs were seized in 2024, down
from 51,875.07 grams in 2023. The Global Organised
Crime Index Report (2023) highlights that cocaine
and heroin trafficking in Uganda is driven by weak
security systems, high border porosity, and widespread
corruption.

The Uganda Police Force Annual Crime Report (2024)
indicates that 2,240 cases of Narcotics/Drugs were
reportedin 2024, up from 2,113in 2023, representing
a6%risein this crime category. It also highlights that
out of the total reported, 1,496 cases were taken to
court, 264 cases were not proceeded with, and 480



cases remained under investigation. A total of 5,739
suspects were arrested and charged before courts,
including 5,509 male adults, 99 female adults, 116
make juveniles, and 15 female juveniles. Recent events
further demonstrate that the Uganda Police Force has
significantly engaged in intelligence-led operations,
leading to numerous arrests.

To combat the vice, Uganda’s Parliament recently
passed the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (Control) Bill, 2023, which was assented to
by the President and is now an Act, repealing the
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act
of 2016. The Bill aims to implement measures that
criminalise drug-related offences under domestic
law in line with Article 3 of the United Nations Con-
vention Against lllicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances, 1988, which requires States
Parties to establish criminal offences related to nar-
cotics, drugs, and psychotropic substances within
their national legislation. It also seeks to establish a
National Co-ordination Committee for Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances Control to oversee the
management of narcotic drugs and psychotropic sub-
stances abuse and trafficking. Consequently, it adopts
acriminal law approach rather than a public health or
human rights-based approach to drug use.

Additionally, in 2024, the World Customs Organisa-
tion (WCO), in partnership with the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), trained staff
from the Uganda Revenue Authority (URA), Uganda
Wildlife Authority (UWA), and Uganda Police Force
(UPF) on effective ways of combatting illicit trade.
This encompassed training on narcotic drug types
and sources, container types, maritime commercial
documents, drug and explosive precursors, seal ma-
nipulation, handling dangerous cargo, and container
concealments which help them in their day-to-day
operations at work.

Kenya
Kenya has also seen the pervasive issue of drug abuse
and trafficking, so much so that the Kenyan Govern-

ment has come up with stringent legislation, enforce-
ment actions, and community awareness programmes,
all with the aim of curbing the issues of illicit drugs.
Similar to Uganda, Kenyais also used as a transit coun-
try for heroin trafficked from Afghanistan and the
Arabian Gulf to Europe, the Americas, and other parts
of Africa. The Global Organised Crime Index Report
(2023) portrays a large domestic heroin and cocaine
abuse problem, particularly along the coast. While
the volume of cocaine is smaller than that of heroin or
cannabis, the country remains a trans-shipment point
for the global cocaine trade, with international transit
shipments often being controlled by Nigerian syndi-
cates and through embedded Italian mafia networks.
Thereport attributes Kenya's cocaine trafficking mar-
ket to limited maritime enforcement capabilities that
hamper drug inception.

The most significant legislation in Kenya's fight against
drug abuse is the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (Control) Act of 1994, which was amended
in 2022. This law criminalises the possession, traf-
ficking, and use of a wide range of narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances. The amendments were made
toimpose harsher penalties for offences under the Act
and to establish procedures for the seizure of drugs.
Kenya is a signatory to the United Nations Convention
Against lllicit Trafficin Narcotic Drugs and Psychotro-
pic Substances, which reinforces Kenya'’s legislative
framework and facilitates cooperation with other
countries in combating drug trafficking. Based on this,
the National Police Service (NPS) Report (2023) high-
lights that cannabis sativa, heroin, cocaine, morphine,
cozepam tabs, MDMA, diazepam, and Rohypnol are
the most abused narcotics, drugs and psychotropic
substances in Kenya. It also notes that in 2023, a total
of 7,891 persons were arrested and brought before
court for drug-related offences; 6,307 were found
in possession, 1,278 involved in trafficking, and 216
were cultivating.

Additional to the NPS, is the National Authority

for the Campaign Against Alcohol and Drug Abuse
(NACADA), which has the mandate of ensuring the
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enforcement of drug-related laws in Kenya. The NAC-
ADA works in tandem with the Anti-Narcotics Unit
of the NPS, as well as the Kenya Revenue Authority
(KRA) to identify, arrest, and prosecute individuals
involved in drug-related offences. In one of its quar-
terly reports (NACADA, 2025), it is noted that a study
which was carried out on undergraduate students
from both public and private universities in Kenya
showed that substances like shisha, e-cigarettes, cig-
arettes, and cannabis are regularly used by students.
It further notes that Kenya, at the 2025 Commission
on Narcotic Drugs (CND), took a stand for inclusive
and gender-sensitive drug policies by reaffirming its
commitment to ensuring no gender is left behind in the
fight against substance abuse. NACADA also reports
that 53% of Kenyans have abused drugs.

Recent efforts in Kenya have led the Eastern and
Southern Africa Commission on Drugs (ESACD) hold
its Fourth High-level Consultation Meeting, where a
report was launched to address the increasing issue
of illegal drug trade and consumption across East and
Southern Africa with new, more effective strategies.
The meeting emphasised the connection between
the drug problem and other serious crimes such as
human trafficking, terrorism financing, corruption,
and proliferation of illegal weapons.

Tanzania

Tanzania has also emerged as both a transit and a
destination country for the drug, with estimates from
the Global Organised Crime Index Report (2023) sug-
gesting that almost half of the heroin destined for
East Africaends up in Tanzania. Traffickers are said to
transport the heroin in various ways including: wooden
dhows, bulk carrier ships, and container shipments,
whereafter the heroin is moved through the country
toreach Central, West, and Southern Africa. The coun-
try’s weak interdiction capacity, porous borders, and
corruption are prevalent as some of the contributing
factors to the continuance of the crime hence allowing
Tanzania to become a prominent cannabis hub for
domestic consumption as well as regional and inter-
national exploitation. The Parliament then passed the
Drug Control and Enforcement Actin 2019, in order to
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make robust legislative rules for efficient and effective
control of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances;
to provide for the establishment of the Drug Control
and Enforcement Authority for the prevention and
control of drug trafficking; and to repeal the Drugs
and Prevention of lllicit Trafficin Drugs Act of 1995.

The government implemented a Surge Operations De-
terrent Strategy (SODS) with the primary purpose of
curbing drug supply,demand and harm, and in order to
restrain drug trafficking in the country, unprecedented
illicit substance policy reforms were implemented,
including punishment, forced treatment, and drug
users’ criminalisation methods. In a bid to combat drug
trafficking, the Sixth Phase Government, through the
Drug Control and Enforcement Authority (DCEA), has
made significant progress in tackling the drug problem
in Tanzania, and these achievements are attributed
to the large-scale seizures of drugs and the control
of drug trafficking and abuse in the country. In 2024,
the DCEA seized atotal of 2,327,983.66 kgs of drugs
which were intercepted before they could enter the
country and cause significant harm. Among the drugs
seized were 3,444 kgs of heroin. Still in 2024, the
DCEA worked with international agencies to intercept
a large shipment of 848 kgs of methamphetamine
from Pakistan - the drugs were hidden in a container
labelled as containing textiles - and they also seized
1,200 kgs of fentanyl at the port of Dar es Salaam.

Notably, early in 2025, the DCEA made significant
strides in the fight against illicit drug trade with the
successful seizure of 790.528 kgs of narcotics across
Arusha, Mwanza, Mbeya, Mtwara, and Dar es Salaam,
in an operation spanning from January to February.
It also led to the destruction of numerous cannabis
farms and the arrest of 114 suspects involved in the
illicit trade. The foregoing results confirm that drug
trafficking is closely linked with other crimes such as
illegal arms trade and wildlife poaching.

Inaneffortto expand treatment services for drug
addicts and users in the country, the government, in
collaboration with stakeholders and development
partnersincreased the number of Medication-Assist-



ed Treatment (MAT) clinics in the Pwani and Tanga
regions, bringing the total number of MAT clinics in
the country to 18. Additionally, 6 sober houses were
established, bringing the total number of houses to
62, providing rehabilitation services to 17,230 ad-
dicts. The government, through the DCEA, intends
to strengthen the control of drug abuse by increasing
the number of interventions to reduce the supply
of and demand for drugs; increasing the number of
health facilities offering treatment for drug addicts;
increasing the number of rehabilitation centres; and
strengthening the capacity of law enforcement agen-
cies to combat drug trafficking.

Seychelles

Therise of new trafficking routes through East Africa
inthe late 2000s, combined with the porous borders
and relatively high purchasing power among Seychel-
lois, flooded the paradisiacal islands with heroin. It
should be noted that the heroin trade in Seychelles
continues unabated with estimates from the Glob-
al Organised Crime Index Report (2023) showing
that the country has the highest per capita rate of
heroin use in the world due to the drug’s abundance
and affordability, with around 10% of the Seychellois
population being dependent on heroin. Regarding
the cocaine market, it is reported that Brazil is the
primary source for the drug entering the Seychelles,
with most seizures occurring at the airport involving
mules of various nationalities.

The increasing trade flows of cocaine in the region,
with Kenya and Tanzania acting as transit hubs, have
impacted the Seychelles. Traffickers from Afghanistan,
Iran, and Pakistan use the Seychelles as a trans-ship-
ment point for thousands of kilograms of heroin bound
for African nations each year. Heroin trafficking has
taken atoll on Seychelles, where an estimated 10% of
the nation’s nearly 100,000 residents are addicted to
the drug - the highest rate of heroin addiction in the
world, and it has almost doubled since 2018.

Over the years, Seychelles has implemented a vari-
ety of anti-drug measures, to include the Misuse of
Drugs Act 2016, which provides effective measures
against the abuse and diversion of controlled frugs

and precursors among others, as well as substance
prevention and rehabilitation programmes.

The Agency for Prevention of Drug Abuse and Reha-
bilitation (APDAR), a specialist drug agency created in
2017 to tackle the problem, plays the role of reducing
the damage and harm caused by heroin addiction on
society and families. Its mission is to set the standards
for quality of care for men and women suffering from
addictive diseases by implementing and coordinating
evidence-based prevention and intervention strate-
gies through a dynamic and responsive multi-sectoral
approach.

In late 2023, authorities intercepted two Iranian men
onadhow in Seychelles’ territorial waters who were
transporting 622.6 kgs of heroin and 388.6 kgs of
methamphetamine. Additionally, at the end of 2023,
Seychelles reported that the country had destroyed
1.2 million metric tons of illegal drugs, including an
undisclosed amount of heroin that had been captured
over the previous 18 months.

Conclusion

The challenge of drug trafficking in the East African
region continues to strain communities and drive the
rise of other drug-related crimes. Addressing this
issue demands robust policy reforms and cohesive
international cooperation. The East African Commu-
nity must unite in a concerted effort to combat this
pervasive problem, fostering regional collaboration
and engaging global partnerships. As demonstrated
by the measures taken by the analysed countries, a
unified approach is critical to curbing the devastating
impact of drug trafficking.
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UNAFRI'S 4™ INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE - 2025

DR. AHMED LINGA
DIRECTOR TRAINING AND
PROGRAMS
UNAFRI- PANELIST

Theme: National Anti-Corruption Institutions and Their Role in Achieving the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGS) By 2030
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UNAFRI AND LIBYAN AMBASSADOR DISCUSS STRENGTHENING
COOPERATION AND PRISON REFORM INITIATIVES

Meeting Highlights - 23 June 2025, Embassy of Libya in Uganda

A high-level meeting between the United Nations
African Institute for the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders (UNAFRI) and the Lib-
yan Ambassador to Uganda, H.E. Ibraheem Ahmed
Sultan, was held on 23rd June 2025 at the Embassy
of Libya in Uganda. The meeting was attended by
the Ambassador, UNAFRI Director General Dr. Kitio
Edouard, Deputy Director General Mr. Munanura
Andrew Karokora, and Hajara the interpreter.

Warm Reception and Mutual Gratitude

The meeting opened with a cordial welcome from Am-
bassador Sultan, who expressed his openness to hear
UNAFRI’s concerns and proposals. Dr. Kitio extended
appreciation for Libya’s continued support as a mem-
ber state, particularly through financial contributions,
and provided an update on outstanding arrears and
UNAFRI’s activities across both English-speaking and
French-speaking African nations.

Financial Cooperation and Commitments
Dr. Kitio presented the status of Libya’s financial

obligations to UNAFRI, stressing the importance of
resolving arrears for the organization’s operational
efficiency. Ambassador Sultan reassured the delega-
tionthat all relevant communications had been relayed
to the Libyan government, which remains committed
to clearing its dues.

Deepening Collaboration: Focus on Prison Reform
The meeting also explored areas for enhanced coop-
eration, with the Ambassador highlighting the urgent
need for prison reform in Libya. Key challenges identi-
fied included prolonged detention and judicial delays.
To address these, the Ambassador proposed:

° Formation of a UNAFRI-led committee to
assess the Libyan prison system.

° Direct technical support from UNAFRI to
recommend reforms solutions for the identified chal-
lenges.

° On-ground workshops and activities in Libya
to support reform efforts.

Libya pledged to provide both logistical and financial
support for these initiatives.
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Proposed Official Visit and High-Level Engagements

Looking ahead, the Ambassador recommended orga-
nizing aformal visit by UNAFRI to Libya. He commit-
ted to facilitating engagements with key government
entities including the Head of Government, Ministry
of Justice, Ministry of Internal Affairs, the UN Envoy
to Libya, and the Speaker of Parliament.

Next Steps and Roadmap

UNAFRI will develop a detailed proposal for the
planned assessment mission to Libya. This will in-
clude a clear roadmap for engaging the relevant Lib-
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yan offices and implementing collaborative prison
reform strategies, alongside expert exchange and
capacity-building efforts.

In his closing remarks, Ambassador Sultan reaffirmed
Libya’s dedication to strengthening its partnership
with UNAFRI. He expressed optimism about the po-
tential impact of the discussed initiatives and pledged
ongoing support from the Libyan government.

The meeting concluded on a positive and constructive
note, with both parties agreeing to maintain regular
communication and work together toward shared

goals.




HAS FRAUD BECOME AN IRREDEEMABLE EVIL?
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By Dr. Edouard KITIO, Senior Magistrate, Director General of UNAFRI
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Cybercrime cases
increased by 93,5%

474
Ve

245

2023 2024
Financial losses:

wr
s UGX 72,125,613,915
a Of which only
UGX 420 million

was recovered
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Rise in Fake Diplomas
Detected in Cameroon

The Ministry of Defence reported an increase
in the number of fake diplomas detected
during recruitment processes.

= 929in 2022
= 1,312in 2024
Q- ey
These included both Cameroonian and foreign

(neighbouring country) documents, broken
down as follows:

@ 1Fake GCE Advanced Level

@ 12 Fake Probatoire

@) 64 Fake GCE Ordinary Level

) 491Fake Cameroonian BEPC

Q 661BEPC from a neighbouring country
) 43 Fake CAP
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[Source: Arnaud Nicolas MAWEL, “Cameroon: the
army detects over 1,300 fake diplomas in a recruitment
process (on the rise),” in: (https://www.alwihdainfo.

com/Cameroun-Usurpation-d-identite-de-faux-hauts-

fonctionnaires-arretes_a139821.html]
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FORCED LABOUR AS A RESULT OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS: AN OVERVIEW
FROM THE UNODC GLOBAL REPORT ON TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS 2024

Global Re
TRAFF'
IN PE

Introduction

Since 2019, the detection of trafficking for forced
labour has recorded greater increases than trafficking
for sexual exploitation and for other purposes. The
detection of trafficking for forced labour increased
by 47% globally when compared to the period prior
to the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. Globally, in
2022,42% of the victims detected were trafficked for
forced labour. Men are more frequently reported to
be trafficked for forced labour, while only about one-
third of these victims are females, both women and
girls. About 20% of the total victims of trafficking for
forced labour are boys. This article analyses trafficking
vis a vis migration as well as the role of conflict, the
mining sector, climate change, and agriculture in the
trafficking of persons for forced labour in Africa.

Background (Global Perspective)

Victims trafficked for forced labour now account
for the biggest share of all victims around the world,

overtaking those who are trafficked for sexual

Coy,
111‘13,
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INOGEN
Resod0CN

exploitation. Yet, criminal convictions remain
primarily focused on the latter. There is a rise in
trafficking for forced criminality as organized
crime models evolve and use trafficking victims to
conduct online scams and other crimes in a spiral
of victimization. However, female victims are
also trafficked in large numbers for forced labour
particularly for domestic work, and for different
types of exploitation, including forced marriages and

forced criminality.

In parallel, the number of children among the
detected victims is growing rapidly and alarmingly,
increasing by a third (1/3) over the space of three
years. In particular, the number of girls detected has
surged, rising by 38%. Globally, some 45% of boys
detected are trafficked for forced labour and another
47% are exploited for other purposes, including
forced criminality and forced begging. Children are
typically trafficked for forced labour across short
distances, remaining within their country or region,

with traffickers exploiting the economic need of some
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families by targeting their children for forced labour.
In 2022, detections of children trafficked for forced
labour were particularly prevalent in Sub-Saharan
Africa. In several cases reported to UNODC, in Sub-
Saharan Africa, victims of child labour were typically
trafficked domestically or from nearby countries for
exploitation in various activities, from domestic work
to agriculture and mining. In West and East Africa,
both boys and girls are more typically trafficked for
forced labour, including domestic work.

Trafficking vis a vis Migration

UNODC has mapped a large number of African victims
trafficked across continents and for many different
forms of exploitation. Between 2019 - 2023, some
15,000 victims from Africa were officially detected
outside the African continent, particularly in Europe
and the Middle East, but also in East Asia and North
America. The practice of selling migrants who third
parties have captured for forced labour has been
widely reported in North Africa. The same patterns
are documented in the Sahel, usually perpetrated by
armed groups operating in these territories. Female
migrants are reported to be sexually exploited
by being “rented” to specific “clients” for periods,
exploited as domestic workers or forced to work in
the hospitality industry. Male migrants are reported
to be trafficked into the construction sector.

Traffickingin personsis also documented on the route
form the Horn of Africa to Southern Africa, where
different actors exploit refugees and migrants. In
the context of trafficking occurring along migration

routes, the same actors involved in the smuggling
industry may opportunistically collaborate with, or
operate as, trafficking networks aiming at exploiting
migrants. Research on the routes to North Africa or
the countries of the Gulf Corporation Council (GCC)
has shown how, in some cases, smuggler traffickers
seem to be part of a broader system that starts with
the initial contact with migrants in their community of
origin and concludes with exploitation in transit or at
the destination. Research on trafficking in the context
of migration conducted in 2016 found extremely
high levels of victimisation among returnees, as one
in every two people interviewed had been trafficked
during their journey or at destination.

The Role of Conflicts

The African continent is the region of the world most
affected by armed conflicts. The degree of violence
has considerably escalated since 2019 - 2020, directly
and fatally affecting civilian populations. Militias and
armed groups engage in the trafficking of civilians
for a variety of reasons in Africa. In 2023, between
80 and 90 armed groups were counted to recruit
children and use them in conflict-related operations
in Africa. These groups recruit children to use them
as fighters, support personnel, or force them to work
for generating income. The methods used to engage
children may vary and can range from abductions
to the use of threats, force, coercion, deception, or
exploitation of vulnerabilities.

In Nigeria and the Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC), field research has found that living in villages
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that had suffered armed attacks was associated with
higher odds of slavery-related abuse than living in
villages that were not attacked before displacement.
In 2023, the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) estimated that the displaced
population resulting from the conflict in Sudan alone
could reach over 10 million by 2024.

Children may be recruited for exploitation as
combatants or in support roles, such as collecting
resources, acting as porters and messengers, or
cooking and cleaning. Others may be trafficked for
sexual exploitation or forced marriage. The DRC is
heavily affected by this phenomenon, and between
2021 - 2022, about 2,000 children were recruited by
force. In 2023, in Africa, violence against childrenin
armed conflict reached an extreme level with a 21%
increase in grave violations compared to the previous
year.

The Role of the Mining Sector

Africa is home to the largest number of artisanal
and small-scale mining (ASM) miners in the world,
with an estimated 10 million in all regions of the
continent, many of whom are children. It is estimated
that between 20% and 40% of all workers in ASM
are children aged 5 - 14. Traffickers in ASM appear
to target mainly children for work in mines as their
age makes them particularly easy to exploit. In 2018,
Interpol rescued 100 children who were subjected
to forced labour in gold mines in Sudan and were
trafficked from a variety of countries from the Sahel
to the DRC, South Sudan and Eritrea. In the DRC,

Nations publication, Sales No. E.19.IV.2).

research has documented armed groups forcing local
communities into compulsory community labour,
including extracting and transporting wood and
charcoal, as well as maintaining roads. In the Eastern
Provinces of the country, militias traffic children to
exploit in the gold mining sector.

Traffickers active in ASM use debt, finance and lending
systems as strategies to exploit and traffic the victims.
The groups leverage the geographic remoteness of
mines as an advantage to traffic and exploit victims.
According to a study conducted on the financial
system surrounding gold mines in West Africa, nearly
all miners on the sites work to repay debt incurred
for transportation, to purchase the necessary tools
for work, or for other reasons. According to some
estimates in 2015, between 60,000 and 100,000
children worked in ASM under exploitative conditions
in Burkina Faso alone accounting for about 6 - 10%
of the total estimated population working in ASMin
the country.

The Role of Climate Change and Agriculture

According to the Food and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO), Sub-Saharan Africa records the highest
incidence of rural poverty. The continent of Africa
has been one of the areas hardest hit by climate
change both in general and specifically, with the
resulting uptick in climate-related natural disasters
over the past decade. Climate-adverse conditions
have an immediate impact in terms of increasing

labour-intensive activity to compensate for the loss
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of land productivity. It has been documented how
immediately after natural disasters, boys in Malawi
are trafficked within the country and to Zambia
for forced labour on commercial farms. Similarly,
a study in Ghana found that in extreme scenarios
resulting from climate-related loss of livelihood,
children in some rural communities have been
trafficked into marriage or forced labour as coping
strategies. Research in Zimbabwe has shown that
during droughts, families often marry off their young
daughters as a means of generating cash.

Further, in the fallout caused by natural disasters,
displaced persons face acute, immediate risks of
trafficking in persons. One study conducted by UN
Women in rural parts of Southern Africa found that
because of food insecurity, girls in particular may be
pressured by their families to turn to prostitution as a
means of accessing cash or food; this risk is highlighted
in a post-disaster context. The study reports a rapid
increase in the number of women and girls trafficked
to cities and across borders for the purpose of sexual
exploitation in the aftermath of natural disasters. Ina
2016 study conducted in Kenya, a large percentage of
the climate-displaced population interviewed stated
that they were willing to accept risky work offers,
with 37% of respondents reporting that they had
witnessed or experienced human trafficking. In 2020,
authorities in Burkina Faso reported that weather-
induced disasters have increased the displacement
of populations towards larger cities, where they are
at risk of falling prey to traffickers. In other studies,
it has been found that climate-displaced people had

(International Growth Centre, March 2019).
Alice Fereday, “Labour-trafficking in ASGM”.

to accept hosting arrangements that exposed them
to conditions of forced labour or sexual exploitation.

Just over half of the employed people in Sub-Saharan
While it is an
important source of economic revenue, forced labour

Africa are active in agriculture.

and trafficking have been reported in the agricultural
sector, particularly in cocoa production as well as the
cultivation of cotton andrice. Similar to ASM, studies
conducted in West Africa focusing on child trafficking
into cocoa plantations have documented victims
being moved across borders by intermediaries,
recruiters and exploiters operating in business-like
types of engagement, each with a different role along
the trafficking chain.

Conclusion

The progress of Africa in combatting trafficking
in persons is tangible and measurable, as African
countries have reported significant improvements
from the criminal justice response perspective. The
number of convictions recorded on the continent
has quadrupling compared to 2017, particularly
following the pandemic period. African countries
are therefore tasked with adopting and reinforcing
counter-trafficking measures to prevent child
trafficking, protect and assist child victims, expand
the counter-trafficking institutional framework and
understanding, and improve the identification and
protection of victims.
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